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Chateaubriand compares him to Milton's Chaos, calm
and unmoved in the midst of the jarring factions of his
tumultuous realm, but Mirabeau little resembled the
"Anarch old with faltering speech and visage incom-
posed," who "by decision more embroiled the fray."
Eene*7s Miltonic reminiscences might have supplied an
apter parallel. The great tribune towered above his
compeers like the rebel archangel in Pandemonium.

Confusion heard his voice ; and wild uproar
Stood ruled.

Not only did he introduce a new order and dignity
into the debates of the Assembly, not only in his
improvised answers to deputations and on other sudden
emergencies did he appear to be always able to say the
right thing; the business of the Assembly was also far
more rapidly dispatched under his presidency. More
was done, the English ambassador wrote, in that fort-
night than previously in the space of months. This
conduct is not easily to be reconciled with his avowed
intention of bringing the Assembly into odium and con-
tempt, but no doubt, as Lord Gower says, it " conciliated
to Mirabeau the minds of the friends of government
and of the lovers of peace, who flatter themselves that
his great talents may at last prove of service to his
country."

Among those who began to conceive such hopes was
Malouet Although they had not spoken since the
apology for the sack of the H6tel de Castries, he was
now invited by Mirabeau to an interview in the pres-
ence of Montmorin. The conference lasted from ten
o'clock in the evening till two hours aJiter midnight.